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The rule of Peter the Great is a brilliant page in Russian history. In that time engraved maps became an integral part of prints. The Northern war became a considerable evolution factor for cartography. An idea of necessity to immortalize magnificent victories of the Russian army over the Swedes for his contemporaries and descendants came to Peter the Great’s mind a short time later the first of such victories, i.e. the capture of Noteburg. During the next years by instructions of Peter the Great engravings of battles, views and plans of fortresses were printed, many of them derived from a camp-engraving workshop. 

Creation of the ‘Book of Mars or of Martial Deeds’ dates back to 1711-1712, whereas its first edition dates back to 1713 while they have enlarged the book since then. Therefore all known copies of the atlas differ in number and composition of engravings and sometimes in the text of communiqués as they were selected separately and at the different time up to 1766. All copies contain as major constituents the engravings as follows: Shlisselburg, Narwa, Mitawa, Kalish, Dobry, Lesnaya, Poltawa, Elbing, Vyborg, Riga, Dunamunde, Pernowa, Keksgolm, Arensburg, Revel. Later the authors added engravings of the battles in Golshtinia, Toning, Gelsingforse, the Gangut battle was also reflected in the book.  They used to print the book at the Saint Petersburg printing-house established by Peter the Great in 1711, firstly from copper plates, sent from Moscow and later from plates produced in St Petersburg. At present time there are altogether eight inventoried copies of this unique atlas.

The first edition was not finished and in 1766 the second edition containing 22 engravings was printed. 

Interest in the Northern war and Peter’s victory over the Swedes was not only limited to publishing of printed atlases. At stock No 218 of the RSL Manuscript Department specialists found a manuscript atlas inventoried as ‘Plans of the Baltic Fortresses’. In registration documents specialists found out that a private person had offered the atlas in 1948 (Certificate No 46; entry No 65-1948). Head of the Manuscript Department Peter Andreevich Zaionchkovsky drew up the certificate. The atlas was valued at 300 roubles.  Comprehensive exploration of the atlas content showed that description was incorrect and demanded expanding, one needed to ground it scientifically and replace it by a new one. Researchers paid attention to composition of plans, their construction and design. At closer examination, plans corresponded with analogues from the most well-known atlas from Peter’s age called ‘Book of Mars or of Martial Deeds…’, which was a vivid embodiment of the Northern war results (1700-1721).

The manuscript atlas represents a pamphlet volume in a cardboard cover with a leatherback. The first map is a printed one; this is a plan of an unknown fortress from 1724, drawn by Aphanasy Goryaenov. It is followed by 22 manuscript battles plans drawn in Indian ink and painted in watercolour. The watermark on the sheets evidences that they date back to 1779 (white date). In-depth study of it let us conclude that its plans correspond with analogous from the ‘Book of Mars or of Martial Deeds…’[1766]. Comparison of manuscript plans with the printed ‘Book of Mars or of Martial Deeds…’ and study in the Northern war history enabled us to assume that they were intended to celebrate the seventieth anniversary of victory over Poltawa, as exactly after this battle there were a radical turn in the coarse of the war.

Plans concerned are still lacking in mathematical elements, from time to time imprints of linear scales or a compass rose only accompany them. In this regard they closely approximate to works from the 17th century. Images both in printed, and in manuscript plans are identical. For example, let us consider plans of Shlutelburg capture (1702). There are images as follows: a burning fortress, boats afloat on the Neva, storm troops that are landing on the island, and shooting Russian batteries. A draftsman showed a high quality of spatial pattern of events in a manuscript plan as he managed to copy the smallest details of the image in the engraving (Figure 1).

‘The Poltawa Battle’ became a radical turn in the coarse of the Northern war (1709) (Figure 2). The plan duplicates the image from the printed plan of the Book of Mars but it is more colourful. There are disposition of the Sweden and Russian troops, a plan of Poltawa, a valley of the Vorksla River with its inflows, forests and churches depicted in it. At the bottom of the plan one can see a detailed list of regiments participating in the battle, both Russian, and Sweden.

The plans [Capture of the Gelsenforst fortress by the Russian navy in 1713] are also rather interesting. The plans are without a title. One can see vessels that fire upon the fortress, as well as military confrontation of the Russian and Sweden squadrons. Vessels are represented with such accuracy, which makes admire the draftsman mastery (Figure 3).

Plans concerned are still lacking in mathematical elements, from time to time imprints of linear scales or a compass rose only accompany them. In this regard they closely approximate to works from the 17th century. Images of battles both in printed, and in manuscript plans are identical. A draftsman showed a high mastery in his spatial pattern of events in manuscript plans, as he managed to copy the smallest details of the image in the engraving.

Content of the plans includes both simple geographical, and special military elements. Hydrography, roads, bridges, building up of towns and fortresses, monasteries and cathedrals, relief, flora, cultivated lands, and roads refer to the first group. Military elements are supplemented with numerous drawings that let us reconstruct a spatial structure of battles. There are disposition, positions of commanders’ headquarters, defensive installations, artillery batteries and gunfire schemes, army transports and storms of fortresses represented in the plans.   

Historical value of these plans is strengthened by data on titles of regiments, names of commanders, indicated rampart section, through which assault groups entered the fortresses, engineering features of construction of military installations (artificial stony constructions, plan 3, Narwa, S). Cartographical images gradually became complicated and filled with details that generated a need in transition to alphanumeric indexes that sometimes included dozens of points (plan 12, Riga). They usually explain all objects of the cartographical representation in the indexes and expose some details of the battles. These indexes replaced numerous explanatory inscriptions, placed directly on the cartographical image that was specific for the Russian drafts of the 17th century. One may consider such indexes as first cartographic legends.

It is significant that the manuscript atlas distinguishes itself in brilliant battles representation. The draftsman demonstrated a surprising artistic ability when he was depicting naval and land battles, troops landing and fortresses capture. Nevertheless, sometimes there was no enough space in a page to represent all the events, so he had to delete some elements of the image compressing the composition.

Titles and indexes to plans are placed upon the unfolded rolls giving a high pomp to the plans.  War plans from 1713, 1714 are made with more sketchiness (Plan 22. Battle near the town of Vasa, close to Lapola village, Finland).

There are two plans missing in the manuscript atlas: the Revel capture plan (plan 16, p.16) and a naval battle between the Russian navy commanded by admiral-general count Apraksin and Swedish admiral Vatrang. It seems to us that the first plan has been teared out because pagination is broken (page fifteen is followed by page seventeen). Plan 23 is missing perhaps because a draftsman has not managed to draw it up due to complexity of the engraving, in which the naval battle had been depicted in detail. 

Thus, scientific study of two atlases points out the same collection of maps, their composition and design. Consequently, one may conclude that the manuscript atlas is an incomplete copy of the printed atlas from 1766.

To sum up, one should say that the atlas opens a new page in history of the Russian cartography. It proves that many cartographic directions were born and developed in the coarse of the Northern war. Introduction of the atlas in the scientific turnover enables specialists to trace cartography formation and development in Russia of the 18th century.
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